Reasons Why Americans Criticize or Do Not Support the War in Iraq

1. Judtificationsfor involvement
a. Disagree with the stated reasons:
i. To Guard Against Weapons of Mass Destruction
ii. To Counter Irag's Rolein, and tiesto, Terrorism
iii. To Enforcethe Gulf War cease fire and/or U.N. resolutions
iv. To Protect Human Rights and End Regime's Mass Murder
v. To Advance Democracy in order to:
1. Counter-act radical |slamofascism
2. Expand U.S. mission of spreading liberty
b. Disbelieve those presenting above reasons
c. Disagreeretroactively with justifications upon further evidence

2. Intensity of involvement

Believe more alies are required for military action

Believe U.N. approval is required for military action

Believe more diplomacy and/or sanctions should be pursued
Believe U.N. inspection process should continue

Disagree with all-out occupation / toppling of govt. / nation building
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3. Cost of involvement
a. Physica: fatalities and casualties among military and civilians
b. Financia (in genera, or in relation to other priorities)
c. Timeand Attention
i. domestic issues
ii. other foreign threatslike Taliban, Iran, North Korea
d. Diplomatic standing
e. Chaoswithin Irag during transition
i. Disrupted employment and refugees
ii. Disrupted economy
iii. Disrupted government services and utilities
iv. Poalitical uncertainty
v. Civil unrest

4. Technicalities of involvement
a. Seeking amore specific “declaration of war” by Congress
b. Disagreewith ideaof a*“pre-emptive attack,” rather than aretaliatory strike
c. Structural abjections, such as demographic makeup of Armed Forces

5. Tactical Strategy
a. Disagree with battle plan
i. Roll-out of theinitial attack(s)
ii. Clearing and holding of areas
iii. Planfor ultimate victory or “exit strategy”
b. Disagreewith troop levels
Disagree with distribution or alocation of forces
Disagree with strategic priorities
i. Securing of areas or assets
ii. Rebuilding of sectors, areas
e. Disagreewith rebuilding and/or political strategy
i. Such as De-Bathification of army, govt.
ii. Training of Iragi units
iii. Continued occupation during transition
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6. Execution of strategy
a.  Communication
i. Strategy
ii. Goas
iii. Status
b. Competency of leadership and command
c. Competency of front line troops and civil servants
i. Abusessuch as Abu Ghraib

7. Miscellaneousreasons
a Emotiond
i. Exposureto the redlities of war (video, photos, stories)
ii. Personal loss
b. Podlitica
i. Driven by political pressure
ii. Driven by opinion polls
c. Religious
i. Pacifism
ii. Differing view of a“just war”
iii. Biblical interpretation of eternal unrest in the Middle East
d. Irrationa
i. Cowardliness
ii. Congspiracy theories
iii. Unfounded beliefs about Irag and Iraqgis
e. ldeologica
i. Anti-Americanism
ii. Anti-Nationalism
f. Other
i. Exposureto enemy propaganda
ii. Exposureto mediabias



